
Circuit Service, Sunday 21st June 2020
Farnworth and Worsley Circuit

Welcome

Welcome everyone. We are here to worship God. We are all God's 
people and belong to God. As we gather, we know that God is with 
us, God knows us and loves us. Thank you for sharing in this worship.

We often have notices at the beginning of worship so, before I 
forget, as we continue to be the church, even when our buildings are
closed, unfortunately I can't send round a collecting plate! But let's 
not forget to save up our collections for our various churches, which 
I know you're already doing, and send them in as and when you can.

Call to Worship: 

The steadfast love of the Lord is good.
God’s mercy is abundant.
Let us draw near to God’s presence.
Because God’s faithfulness is great
Now and always. 

Hymn:

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;
as thou hast been thou for ever wilt be:
    Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
    Morning by morning new mercies I see;
    all I have needed thy hand hath provided.
    Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love:
    Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
    Morning by morning new mercies I see;
    all I have needed thy hand hath provided.
    Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

        Thomas O. Chisholm (1866-1960)    

Prayer of Praise and Confession:

O Lord, we praise you for your steadfast love.
We praise you for your mercy and your grace.
You made everything:
The stars in the sky, the sun and the moon,
The seas and oceans, the mountains and the hills.
You love everything that you made.
You are the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Jesus is our Lord and our friend. 
And Jesus calls us to follow.
And you are with us through your Spirit,
Giving us strength and peace
And guiding us every day.
Lord, make your presence known to us
And hear our prayers.

Father God,
we often run away:
when the going gets tough.
We often fail you:
when the going gets tough.



We often don’t listen to your voice:
when the going gets tough.
Forgive us and help us to follow you
in good times and in bad time.

Help us to be your faithful disciples
And to follow you every day.

And God says, don’t be afraid.
I am with you always. Amen.

Reading: Romans 6: 1-11

What are we to say, then? Shall we persist in sin, so that there may 
be all the more grace? Certainly not! We died to sin: how can we live
in it any longer? Have you forgotten that when we were baptized 
into union with Christ Jesus we were baptized into his death?

By that baptism into his death we were buried with him, in order 
that, as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the
Father, so also we might set out on a new life. 

For if we have become identified with him in his death, we shall also 
be identified with him in his resurrection. 

We know that our old humanity has been crucified with Christ, for 
the destruction of the sinful self, so that we may no longer be slaves 
to sin, because death cancels the claims of sin. 

But if we thus died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with
him, knowing as we do that Christ, once raised from the dead, is 
never to die again: he is no longer under the dominion of death. 

When he died, he died to sin, once for all, and now that he lives, he 
lives to God. In the same way you must regard yourselves as dead to 
sin and alive to God, in union with Christ Jesus. 

Hymn:

Calm me, Lord, as you calmed the storm;
still me, Lord, keep me from harm.
Let all the tumult within me cease;
enfold me, Lord, in your peace.

Calm me, Lord, as you calmed the storm;
still me, Lord, keep me from harm.
Let all the tumult within me cease;
enfold me, Lord, enfold me in your peace.

David Adam (b. 1936)

Reflection: Rev. Stuart Wild

I am very concerned about social distancing

Has God seen this poster?

I did think I should show it to him but then he showed me this one



And seemed to indicate that I should put myself in Mr Trump’s 
shoes!

God never self distances and at the heart of psalm 69 is the 
psalmists conviction that God is always near. God was and is and 
always will be near.

So God doesn’t self distance. But does he use zoom?

I like to think that God is technologically savvy. After all if I can 
manage the basics, I'm sure God must be at an advanced level.

The trouble is with zoom that if you engage with it for any length of 
time, it is exhausting

Perhaps the Lord of time and space attended this webinar.

I don’t think God does use zoom because he answers us quickly and 
his great mercy does not require a password

AND time with God is not something we should dread nor will it 
exhaust us.

Communicating with God will refresh and energise us - you don’t 
need software or a password just a spiritual desire to focus on God.



But do we need to check what God is doing?

After all, with churches closed for 12 weeks, maybe God has been 
put on furlough.

No God is not on furlough. God is active, as active as God always is in
the world that God created and loves. God is active being near to us;
listening to us; answering us; comforting us; strengthening us; 
encouraging us.

For many people furlough is not funny; lockdown is no joke.

I don’t know who ej4 is but it does appear that they are offering 
sound but incomplete advice.

Sound because each of those points is very sensible.

Incomplete because before any of those points the best thing any of 
us can do is Pray!

Pray for strength

Pray for wisdom

Pray for peace and God will see us through to the end of lockdown 
and into eternity

Amen.

Oh and if you wanted the biblical basis of this address try looking at 
Psalm 69 16-18.



Hymn:

We cannot measure how you heal
or answer every sufferer's prayer,
yet we believe your grace responds
where faith and doubt unite to care.
Your hands, though bloodied on the cross,
survive to hold and heal and warn,
to carry all through death to life
and cradle children yet unborn.

The pain that will not go away,
the guilt that clings from things long past,
the fear of what the future holds,
are present as if meant to last.
But present too is love which tends
the hurt we never hoped to find,
the private agonies inside,
the memories that haunt the mind.

So some have come who need your help
and some have come to make amends
as hands which shaped and saved the world
are present in the touch of friends.
Lord, let your Spirit meet us here
to mend the body, mind and soul,
to disentangle peace from pain
and make your broken people whole.

John L. Bell (b. 1949)
                      and Graham Maule (b. 1958)

Prayers for others and for the world:

Lord, answer me because your love is so good.
Turn to me because you are so kind.
Don’t turn your face away from me.
Answer me quickly and come near to me.

Thank you, God, for all the good things you give to us. 
For friends and family, love and kindness.

We pray for those who are lonely, and have no-one to talk to about 
all they are going through. Help them, support them, encourage
them.

Thank you God, for all those who work to make our lives better. 
For nurses and doctors, teachers and teaching assistants, 
carers and helpers.

We pray for those who are sick, those in hospital and those at home.
 Help them, make them better and give them your strength.

Thank you, God, for all those who show and tell others about you.
For those who are shining examples of love and care.

We pray for those who are struggling with prayer, and find it hard to
 turn to you for help. Guide them and give them courage. 
Lord, answer me quickly, and come near to me.

Lord, answer me because your love is so good.
Turn to me because you are so kind.
Don’t turn your face away from me.
Answer me quickly and come near to me. Amen.



The Lord's Prayer:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours. 
Now and for ever. Amen

Offering:

(For those who are setting aside their offering each week this prayer 
may be said:)

Loving God,
All that we have,
All that we do,
All that we are.
We offer to you,
In Jesus' Name.
Amen

Hymn:

As our service comes to a close, we sing or say together:

O Jesus, I have promised
to serve you to the end;
Lord, be for ever near me,
my master and my friend;
I shall not fear the battle
if you are by my side,
nor wander from the pathway
if you will be my guide.

O let me feel you near me;
the world is ever near;
I see the sights that dazzle,
the tempting sounds I hear;
my foes are ever near me,
around me, and within;
but, Jesus, now draw nearer,
and shield my soul from sin.

O let me hear you speaking,
in accents clear and still,
above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will;
O speak to reassure me,
to hasten or control;
Lord, speak, and make me listen,
O guardian of my soul.

O Jesus, you have promised
to all who follow you,
that where you are in glory
your servant shall be too;
and, Jesus, I have promised
to serve you to the end;
O give me grace to follow
my master and my friend.

John Ernest Bode (1816-1874)

 



Blessing:

Deep peace of the running wave to you. 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you. 
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you. 
Deep peace of the shining stars to you. 
Deep peace of the gentle night to you. 
Moon and stars pour their healing light on you. 
Deep peace of Christ the light of the world to you. 
Deep peace of Christ to you.
Now and for evermore.
Amen.

After Service Telephone Chat:

After a successful first week of running this new telephone chat 
option after the Sunday morning worship service, we are holding our
second After Service Telephone Chat this week. If you are not able to
join the Zoom After Service Coffee and Chat, this option offers an 
opportunity to join Rev. Sarah Knebel and others around the circuit 
for a chat on the telephone.

You can use either a landline or a mobile phone to join the call. To 
join the call you dial the telephone number below as you would any 
telephone number and then you will be asked to type in either the 
access code or the PIN number or both on your telephone/mobile 
phone keypad. You will also be asked to say your name before 
joining the conversation. Dependent on your telephone 
contract/calling plan this call may be charged at local rate.

Dial-in information:
Sunday, 21 June 2020 from 11:45 AM

Connect to the call by dialing in with your landline or mobile 
phone.
Telephone Number:  0333 011 0616
Access code:               623 5908
Moderator PIN:          568 5727

Please note the call asks you to press the '£' key after entering the 
access code. You do not need to do this. You can either press the '#'
key, or just wait, and you will be connected to the telephone chat.


