
Circuit Service, Sunday 14th June 2020
Farnworth and Worsley Circuit

Welcome

Thank you all again for sharing in our worship today. Wherever you 
are, whoever you are, we come together to worship our living God, 
who holds us, heals us, loves us and guides us every step of our 
journey through this life. This is our opportunity to say thank you to 
God and also express our connection with each other.

Call to Worship: Psalm 100

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.
    Worship the Lord with gladness;
    come into his presence with singing.

Know that the Lord is God.
    It is he that made us, and we are his;[a]
    we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
    and his courts with praise.
    Give thanks to him, bless his name.

For the Lord is good;
    his steadfast love endures forever,
    and his faithfulness to all generations.

Prayer of Approach:

We come before you, gracious God, just as we are.
We come with our weaknesses and our vulnerabilities.
We come with our fears and apprehensions.
We come with faith and doubt.
We come to offer and receive.
We come to you, the king of love –
in the name of your Son,
and in the power of your Spirit.
Amen.

Hymn:

We know that we are not alone. We affirm God’s presence, we 
praise God, Son, Spirit who is here, waiting for us, inviting us. So let’s
sing or say, “Jesus calls us here to meet him” (StF 28)

Jesus calls us here to meet him
as, through word and song and prayer,
we affirm God's promised presence
where his people live and care.
Praise the God who keeps his promise;
praise the Son who calls us friends;
praise the Spirit who, among us,
to our hopes and fears attends.

Jesus calls us to confess him,
Word of life and Lord of all,
sharer of our flesh and frailness,
saving all who fail or fall.
Tell his holy human story;
tell his tales that all may hear;
tell the world that Christ in glory
came to earth to meet us here.



Jesus calls us to each other,
vastly different though we are;
creed and colour, class and gender
neither limit nor debar.
Join the hand of friend and stranger;
join the hands of age and youth;
join the faithful and the doubter
in their common search for truth.

                John L Bell (b. 1949)
and Graham Maule (b. 1958)        

Prayer of Praise and Confession:

Lord God,  your love brought the world into being,  a  world to be
marvelled at, a world filled with beauty, with colour, with power, a
world which is alive, moving, growing, changing, as season follows
season  and  the  years  unfold  before  us.  A  world,  which  is  awe-
inspiring, breath taking and vibrant. A world which you entrusted to
us, to care for, to enjoy, to revel in and to love, just as you loved it
into being.
Lord God, we praise you for your creative love.

A love which fills your world, reaching out to every far flung corner,
to every being, from the tiniest ant to the tallest giraffe, from the
rippling brook to the majestic mountain peaks, from the new-born
babe  to  the  wise  octogenarian,  your  love  reaches  out  to  all  the
world, bringing joy, hope, purpose and fulfilment to all who reach
out to you as you reach out to them.
Lord God, we praise you for your bountiful love.

A  love  which  encircles  the  whole  world,  drawing  people  of  all
nations to yourself, welcoming all into your kingdom, encouraging,
enabling,  leading  and  guiding,  changing  lives  in  their  seasons,
moving those who believe and trust in your name, forward as they
and we grow and move, in your amazing love, sharing that love with
others, both by our words and our actions.
Lord God, we praise you for your all- encompassing love.

A love, which holds the world tenderly in your hands, supporting,
healing,  comforting,  caring,  changing,  reconciling,  restoring,
forgiving, for your love keeps no record of wrongs. Your love is all
embracing, your love is freeing, your love is generous, and your love
is for all.
Lord God, we praise you for your up-holding love.

But as we praise you Lord, we are all to aware of the times when we
have failed to act as people you have made in your image, the times
when we have failed to care for the environment and have instead
begun to destroy the perfect world you created and trusted us to
care for. Just as we are aware of the times when we have not shown
your love to others, when we have turned away from those in need,
when we have failed to see or speak out about the inequalities in
our world and so the world has become divided, and broken and
filled with pain.

Lord God, forgive us for all  the wrongs we have done which have
damaged your creation in any way, restore us to yourself and fill us
once more with your love, that we may play our part in bringing your
healing, your hope, your peace and your love, once more into the
world which, in love you created for all, that one day, all will know
you as their God and your Kingdom will truly come on earth as it is in
heaven.

For we ask this in and through the precious name of Jesus Christ, our
Lord, our Saviour and our friend. Amen

Prayers of Intercession:

Hear us now Father as we raise to Heaven our concerns for others 
We Pray for the World you created. A world now stricken with a 
pandemic virus. We pray for healing of the nations and remember all
who work to eradicate the virus. For Scientists Doctors, and all 
hospital staff who work so tirelessly to heal and reassure.



For our Government as they have to make difficult decisions. Father 
give them wisdom and integrity in the tasks that lie ahead.
Lord God we pray for racial justice in these times of unrest and 
remember those who suffer physical and emotional abuse and those
who strive for Peace.

We pray for the Church in this time of trial Our church buildings are 
closed Lord however we, the people are your Church. 
 God of comfort we bring to mind all who are bereaved. We 
remember the family of Les Edge as they and we mourn his loss 
Father give your strength to Barbara and the family in the days 
ahead.

We we pray for ourselves and those concerns and deepest needs 
which are known to God alone. We commend them to the affirming 
and restoring Grace of God. 
Amen 

We close our prayers with the prayer that Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and for ever.  Amen.

Hymn:

God, our Creator God, has written God’s great name on human kind.
And  yet  this  is  a  world  torn  apart  by  despair,  war,  hatred  and
division. We pray for healing, as we sing together the hymn “For the
healing of the nations.” (StF 696)

For the healing of the nations,
Lord, we pray with one accord;
for a just and equal sharing
of the things that earth affords.
To a life of love in action
help us rise and pledge our word.

Lead us forward into freedom;
from despair your world release,
that, redeemed from war and hatred,
all may come and go in peace.
Show us how through care and goodness
fear will die and hope increase.

All that kills abundant living,
let it from the earth be banned;
pride of status, race or schooling,
dogmas that obscure your plan.
In our common quest for justice
may we hallow life's brief span.

You, Creator-God, have written
your great name on humankind;
for our growing in your likeness
bring the life of Christ to mind;
that by our response and service
earth its destiny may find.

Fred Kaan (1929-2009)



Offering:

(For those who are setting aside their offering each week this prayer 
may be said:)

Loving Lord,
we make our gifts to you.
Bless all that we bring and all that we are,
as we commit ourselves
both to lead and to be led in your service;
to uphold your name above all others;
and to work together as your people
in the establishment of your kingdom on earth.
Amen

Reading:        Romans 5: 1-8 (The Word on the Street Bible)

So this is the result – and what a result! Since we've been sorted 
through taking God at his word and through our links with Jesus, 
we're not at war with God anymore. It's peacetime, 'cos of Jesus. 
And 'cos of Jesus we've got a lifelong pass into this free-gift zone. 
And we're beside ourselves with the prospect of getting to know this
Awesome God. Not only that, we're even happy with our hassles 'cos
hassles produce grit, grit produces character, character gives us 
prospects – prospects that don't let us down. 'Cos God has doled out
humongous helpings of his love by giving us the Holy Spirit.

See, right on cue, with precision timing, when we were flailing 
around totally helpless, Jesus died for the messed up. How often 
does someone die for someone else? It's not daily news is it?! 
Alright, for a really happening guy, maybe someone would die. It 
does happen. But get your head round this: God proved his love to 
us, 'cos it was when we were totally messed up that Jesus died for 
us.

Reading:        Matthew: 9:35 – 10:23 (New Revised Standard Version)

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and 
curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, 
he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his 
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest.”

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority 
over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and 
every sickness.  These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, 
Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of 
Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas 
and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who 
betrayed him.

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go 
nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 
but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, 
proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 
Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. 
You received without payment; give without payment. Take no gold, 
or silver, or copper in your belts, no bag for your journey, or two 
tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their food. 
Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and 
stay there until you leave. As you enter the house, greet it. If the 
house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, 
let your peace return to you. If anyone will not welcome you or 
listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave 
that house or town. Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the 
land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that 
town.



“See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be
wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they 
will hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; and 
you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a 
testimony to them and the Gentiles. When they hand you over, do 
not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for 
what you are to say will be given to you at that time; for it is not you 
who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 
Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and 
children will rise against parents and have them put to death; and 
you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who 
endures to the end will be saved. When they persecute you in one 
town, flee to the next; for truly I tell you, you will not have gone 
through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.

Hymn:

We are called, whoever we are, wherever we are, and whatever our
situation,  to  be  disciples.  Not  to  hide  away  or  be  afraid,  but  to
willingly, and even joyfully, spread God’s grace, and be strong! So we
sing together, “Called by Christ to be disciples” (Stf 660) (Sung to the
tune of “God is here, as we his people”) 

Called by Christ to be disciples
every day in every place,
we are not to hide as hermits
but to spread the way of grace;
citizens of heaven's kingdom,
though this world is where we live,
as we serve a faithful Master,
faithful service may we give.

Richly varied are our pathways,
many callings we pursue:
may we use out gifts and talents
always, Lord, to honour you;

so in government or commerce,
college, hospice, farm or home,
whether volunteers or earning,
may we see your kingdom come.

Hard decisions may confront us,
urging is to compromise,
still obedience is our watchword - 
make us strong and make us wise!
Secular is turned to sacred,
made a precious offering,
as our daily lives are fashioned
in submission to our King

Martin Leckebusch (b. 1962)

Reflection: Rev. Sarah Knebel

The images in the news this week of the statues of Edward Colston 
and Robert Milligan being toppled in Bristol and London, as part of 
and in response to the 'Black Lives Matter' campaign are stark 
reminders of the dangers we face when we place people on 
pedestals, and are not attentive to the complexity of the history that 
surrounds them.  The scenes that we have seen this week challenge 
the way in which we have, in many ways, white-washed history and 
continue to white-wash current affairs today, and they call us as 
Christians to be more attentive to the ways in which our actions, 
opinions, views and beliefs impact and affect others around us. 

When Paul writes to the Church in Rome about being justified by 
faith, about being made righteous, he uses Abraham as an example 
of someone who had great faith in God, and indeed Abraham did. 
Such was Abraham's faith that he was prepared to leave his home 
and respond God's call to go to an unknown land. Such was 
Abraham's faith that he was prepared to risk the life of his son Isaac 
as a sacrifice to God. Such was Abraham's faith, Paul writes in 
Romans chapter 4 that “hoping against hope he believed he would 



become “the father of many nations,” and yet it is also recorded in 
Genesis that Abraham, believing Sarah to be unable to have children,
took Sarah's slave Hagar, as a surrogate wife, and had a child by her 
in order to ensure that he would have many descendants. An 
attentive reading of this account within the Genesis text today might
question the oppressive nature of Abraham and Sarah's treatment of
Hagar, their slave. How attentive are we to the way in which we read
the Bible even?

In our reading from Matthew, when Jesus sees the people around 
him, he is attentive to and deeply moved with compassion by the 
unspoken need that he sees in front of him. The Greek word that is 
used here for compassion, splagchnitheis, is the strongest word for 
pity in the Greek language. It describes the compassion which moves
people to the deepest depths of their being. In the gospels, Jesus 
was moved to compassion by the world's pain: for the sick, the blind 
and all who were afflicted. He was moved to compassion by the 
world's sorrow: for all who were hurting and all who grieved. He was
moved to compassion by the hunger, loneliness and injustice in the 
world and world's inactivity to respond. 

In response to the need that Jesus sees, Jesus sends out the 
disciples, named here for the first time as the apostles – as those 
who are 'sent out', with the instruction to go specifically to the lost 
sheep of Israel, to the harassed, to the helpless, to be healers, to be 
restorers, to be people who would bring life and hope to others. At 
this point in the gospel of Matthew, it is noteworthy that Jesus does 
not send the apostles to all nations as he does in chapter 28, but 
instead he sends them only to the people of Israel. He started small, 
calling for the apostles to be attentive to and to respond to the 
immediate needs of those around them. For us there is perhaps a 
message here about paying attention, about being truly alert to the 
moment in which we are living and to all that is happening around 
us – alert both to the opportunities and to the challenges that move 
us to the deepest depths of our being – and to respond in that 

moment to the need that presents itself to us, recognising that as we
do this, we may find ourselves in some uncomfortable places, or 
challenging situations with surprising people as part of the 
outworking of the Kingdom of God right where we are.

Jesus here, is entirely honest with his disciples and with us therefore.
He does not pretend that sharing the good news will be easy or will 
always be welcomed. Jesus knew well enough that the disciples 
would run into opposition and he warns them of this. He warns 
them that they may be flogged or dragged before the courts, that 
they may be hated by their families, persecuted and even put to 
death. We know, of course, from the accounts of the early Church 
that the disciples were indeed persecuted, beaten, imprisoned and 
killed for the message that they took out. We in the Western world 
have become used to the fact that we live in a tolerant society, 
where we are unlikely to be hauled into court for what we believe, 
though this is not now always the case. But in Jesus' time, Jesus' 
message was seen by many to be truly revolutionary and like true 
revolutionaries Jesus and his followers were regarded as dangerous. 
We are not called to be heroes, ready with solutions, but we are 
called to be faithful disciples, ready with prayerful attention, whilst 
at the same time recognising that reflecting the love of God right 
where we are demands everything from us and will sometimes put 
us in situations that we may not wish to be in or take us to places 
that we may not wish to go. Jesus, however, promises us that the 
Spirit goes with us, to guide us and to speak through us, just as the 
Spirit was with and spoke through Moses and the disciples before us.

In our reading from Romans, Paul also speaks of the sufferings, of 
the pressures, of the hassles, that working for God's kingdom may 
bring and which may require us to hang on to our faith and to hope 
against all hope in the same way that Abraham did. Paul sees a 
steady progression through which our sufferings, our hassles, 
produce grit, produce endurance, an endurance which produces 
character and character produces hope. I wonder, whether it was 



something of that suffering that produced the grit, the strength 
character in George Floyd's little daughter Gianna, to speak these 
words of hope in response to her Father's death, “Daddy's going to 
change the world.”

In many ways we are in a kairos moment, a moment when God’s call 
or challenge is acutely felt,  a moment that is acutely disturbing, that
shatters our old certainties and requires of us new reserves of 
courage, resourcefulness and hope. As a church,  as a nation and 
across the globe, we are being challenged and confronted by the 
pain of racial injustice.  We are being challenged by our own nation’s
history and the wealth that has come from the oppression of others 
and by our own complicity. As our lockdown eases, we face big 
questions about how we want to live – whether we go back to the 
old normal or whether we work to create a new normal – a society 
that is more just, more inclusive, more equitable in its distribution of
wealth and opportunity. We are in so many ways in a kairos 
moment. How will we respond to the plea of George Floyd's little 
child, “Daddy's going to change the world”?

Barack Obama recently gave a speech to a class of graduating high 
school students in which he emphasised the importance of: "…
finding hope in ourselves, and creating it in others. Especially in a 
time like this. You don’t always need hope when everything’s going 
fine. It’s when things seem darkest — that’s when you need it the 
most." In this kairos moment, what will our response be?

Hope – that is perhaps what we need most of all. There is a 
quotation of unknown origin that is sometimes attributed to St 
Augustine: ‘Hope has two beautiful daughters. Their names are 
anger and courage: anger at the way things are and courage to see 
that they do not remain the way they are.’ This is the kind of hope 
into which we are so often called and that the life and ministry of 
Jesus demonstrated for us. Can we find and nurture this kind of 
hope in ourselves and in our communities? I believe we can, and I 

pray we will. Attentive to this present moment - we are asked to 
make a choice.  Are we moved enough to respond to the needs of 
the moment? Are we angry enough about what is wrong in our 
world and about the injustice that surrounds us? May we have 
courage enough to follow the call of God who sends us out to bring 
God's kingdom of justice and peace nearer to our friends, our 
families, our neighbourhoods and our world.

Let us pray:

Energising, life-giving God, whose Spirit teases out of creation things 
old and new,
be creative in and through us; be creative beyond us, so that what 
you hope and will for the world may come into being, justly, 
abundantly and joyously.
Help us to face honestly and boldly all the flaws and frailties that 
flow from the freedom you have given us.
Open us, with the whole of creation, to the future that is yours alone
to give.
Involve us not to create your kingdom, but to welcome its arrival in 
our actions and words, that all we say and all we do might speak of 
your glory and your love for all people and for all creation.
We pray in the name of Christ, who proclaims and embodies the 
kingdom we seek. Amen.
(Adapted from a prayer by Clive Marsh, Vice President of the British Methodist Conference, 
2019-2020 in the Methodist Prayer Handbook 2019/2020)



Hymn

As we reflect on what we have read, let us sing or say our closing 
hymn: Hear the call of the Kingdom, (StF 407).

Hear the call of the Kingdom,
lift your eyes to the King;
let his song rise within you
as a fragrant offering
of how God, rich in mercy,
came in Christ to redeem
all who trust in his unfailing grace.

Hear the call of the kingdom
to be children of light
with the mercy of heaven,
the humility of Christ;
walking justly before him,
loving all that is right,
that the life of Christ may shine through us.

    King of heaven, we will answer the call.
    We will follow, bringing hope to the world,
    filled with passion, filled with power to proclaim
    salvation in Jesus' name.

Hear the call of the kingdom
to reach out to the lost
with the Father's compassion
in the wonder of the cross,
bringing peace and forgiveness,
and a hope yet to come:
let the nations put their trust in him.

    King of heaven, we will answer the call.
Keith Getty (b. 1974)

                                                                           Kristyn Getty (b. 1980)
                                                              and Stuart Townend (b. 1963)

Blessing:

Go to serve; go to love;
go to bring healing; go to bring peace;
go in the strength of the Father;
go in the power of Jesus;
go united by the Spirit.
Go – and know God’s grace.
Amen.


