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Welcome

In the Methodist Church calendar, today, 24th May, is Aldersgate 
Sunday. It’s traditionally known as 'Wesley Day'.

It commemorates a life-changing moment in the Christian journey of
John Wesley, the most prominent of the founders of Methodism.

Today is a great opportunity to celebrate the work of God in our 
lives, and to reflect on how we should respond to everything that 
God has given us.

As we will read a little later in our service, May 1738 was a very 
special time for John Wesley. It was at that time that he, rather 
unwillingly it has to be said!, attended worship at a Moravian 
‘Religious Society’ meeting on Aldersgate Street in London. It was 
during this service that he felt his "heart strangely warmed", as he 
experienced God's love in a very personal and life-giving way. Until 
then he had known God in his mind, but not in his heart. Now he 
understood the value of a personal experience of God that would 
bring assurance of salvation to the believer.

It transformed his life, and was a reminder to him, and to us, that we
can’t earn our salvation; it is a gift of grace!

So let’s take a moment and open our minds and our hearts to God… 

Call to Worship:

Almighty God, in a time of great need
you raised up your servants John and Charles Wesley,
and by your Spirit inspired them to kindle a flame of sacred love, an 
inextinguishable blaze.
Today, warm our hearts, 
Refresh us by your grace,
That we may share your love.
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The life of John’s brother, Charles, was also transformed which led to
him writing well over 6000 hymns. This hymn we are about to sing or
say was placed in John Wesley’s first hymnbook, back in 1780, and 
has been in every Methodist hymnbook since! We’ll not include all 
the original 18 verses! But we will use the version of this hymn of 
praise as we know it today - O for a thousand tongues to sing!

Hymn:

O for a thousand tongues to sing
my great Redeemer's praise,
the glories of my God and King,
the triumphs of his grace!

My gracious Master and my God,
assist me to proclaim,
to spread through all the earth abroad
the honours of your name.

Jesus – the name that charms our fears,
that bids our sorrows cease;
'tis music in the sinner's ears.
'tis life, and health, and peace.



He breaks the power of cancelled sin,
he sets the prisoner free;
his blood can make the foulest clean,
his blood availed for me.

He speaks; and, listening to his voice,
new life the dead receive;
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice;
the humble poor believe.

See all your sins on Jesus laid:
the Lamb of God was slain;
his soul was once an offering made
that all may heaven gain.

In Christ, our Head, you then shall know,
shall feel, your sins forgiven,
anticipate your heaven below,
and own that love is heaven.

                Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Prayer of Praise:

Heavenly Father we praise you
You spoke – and the universe came into existence
You spoke again and life flooded the world
You spoke again and people heard you

You came to the world in Jesus
In Jesus you spoke to people
In Jesus you showed your love for us

Heavenly Father your Spirit still speaks to people
You called John Wesley - his heart was strangely warmed
You call us with your love. Amen

Prayer of Confession:

Heavenly Father, we confess that we don’t always hear your word
Sometimes we don’t want to listen
Sometimes we don’t want to do what you ask of us
Sometimes we don’t trust that you know what you are doing

Forgive us our lack of vision
Forgive us for the things we should have done – but didn’t
Forgive us for the things we shouldn’t have done – but did
Forgive us for the challenges that we have not taken up
Forgive us that we try to do things in our own strength instead of 
relying on you.

Lord God, help us to listen, to feel your presence, to hear your word 
in our hearts and to follow where you lead.
Amen

We close our prayers with the prayer that Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and for ever.  Amen.



What influences does God use to shape us into the people we 
become? Our family life, our background, the things that happen to 
us? Certainly. Our experiences, perhaps going back many years, can 
have a huge impact on us. Sometimes a single event can be so 
profound that we remember it for the rest of our lives.

The fire at John Wesley's family home when he was just five years 
old was such an event for him. And likely impacted the way Wesley 
would lead the movement that was to become The Methodist 
Church.

After he was saved from the fire, his mother Susannah referred to 
John Wesley, or Jacky, as she called him, as a brand plucked from the
burning. She believed God saved him for an important reason. That 
sense of the God’s presence was a growing seed that had an effect 
on John Wesley later in his life.

In May 1738 both John and Charles Wesley underwent a profound 
spiritual experience. John famously described this in his Journal for 
24 May 1738:

"In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate 
Street, where one was reading Luther's preface to the Epistle to the 
Romans. About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the 
change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my
heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for 
salvation, and an assurance was given me that he had taken away 
my sins, even mine and saved me from the law of sin and death."

Flowing from the complete assurance they felt in God's love and 
forgiveness, their faith was lived out in lives that went on to 
influence millions.

Charles went on to write over 6,000 hymns, while John was able to 
turn a spontaneous movement into body which became the origin of
today's world-wide Methodist Church.

Hymn: 

Purify my heart,
let me be as gold
and precious silver.
Purify my heart,
let me be as gold,
pure gold.
    Refiner's fire,
    my heart's one desire
    is to be holy,
    set apart for you, Lord.
    I choose to be holy,
    set apart for you my master,
    ready to do your will.

Purify my heart,
cleanse me from within
and make me holy.
Purify my heart,
cleanse me from my sin,
deep within.

Brian Doerksen (b. 1965)

Reading: Isaiah 12: 1-6 (New Revised Standard Version)

In that day you will say:

“I will praise you, LORD.
    Although you were angry with me,
your anger has turned away
    and you have comforted me.
Surely God is my salvation;
    I will trust and not be afraid.
The LORD, the LORD himself, is my strength and my defense;
    he has become my salvation.”



With joy you will draw water
    from the wells of salvation.

In that day you will say:

“Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name;
    make known among the nations what he has done,
    and proclaim that his name is exalted.
Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things;
    let this be known to all the world.
Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion,
    for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.”

Reading: Romans 5: 1-11 (New Revised Standard Version)

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained 
access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of 
sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and 
hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured 
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—
though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to 
die. But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners 
Christ died for us. Much more surely then, now that we have been 
justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath 
of God. For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been 
reconciled, will we be saved by his life. But more than that, we even 
boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
now received reconciliation.

Reflection: Rev. Stuart Wild

See how great a flame aspires,
kindled by a spark of grace.
Jesus’ love the nations fires,
sets the kingdoms on a blaze.
To bring fire on earth he came;
kindled in some hearts it is:
O that all might catch the flame,
All partake the glorious bliss!

Perhaps inspired by the poet’s own Whitsunday (Pentecost) 
conversion, “See how a great flame aspires” paints a vivid picture of 
Charles Wesley’s experience of the presence of God. The word 
“aspire” speaks of a hope and desire to achieve something. It was 
with aspiration that the disciples waited for the Comforter, the Holy 
Spirit. And that flame, the Holy Spirit, was kindled, ignited or 
prompted by an act of grace: God’s unmerited favour in the sign of 
the Holy Spirit. Indeed, Charles experienced his conversion on 
Whitsunday, May 21, 1738, after returning from his disappointing 
mission to America. And was it this spark of grace that strangely 
warmed the heart of brother John on Aldersgate Street on May 24th.

The Wesleys were already good living Christian men who had always 
endeavoured to serve their Lord. Their conversion was more of a 
realisation. Through the power of the Spirit an assurance was given 
them that “God had taken away their sins, and saved them from the 
law of sin and death."

All this from a spark of grace.

But the spark of grace can be accepted or avoided. The Wesleys 
through words and actions echoes the words of Isaiah

 “Behold, God is my salvation;
I will trust, and will not be afraid;
for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song,



and he has become my salvation.”

They accepted the spark of grace

When He first the work begun,
Small and feeble was His day:
Now the word doth swiftly run;
Now it wins its widening way:
More and more it spread and grows,
Ever mighty to prevail;
Sin’s strongholds it now o’erthrows,
Shakes the trembling gates of hell

Such is the power that the spark of grace gives. The one who 
staggered feebly becomes an Olympic athlete.

Here is faith.

In 2008 British atheists raised £150,000 to pay for adverts on buses 
saying:

There’s probably no God, now stop worrying and get on with 
enjoying your life.

Advertising rules meant they had to insert the probably.

However I fear this shows more faith than many Christians have. 
They certainly put their money where their mouths are and it 
matters to them that I am a christian.

Why is it important that I stop engaging with God? It is because they 
believe that the spark of grace can make a difference not just to our 
lives but also to our world.

How strong is our faith? How confident are we that covid-19 will be 
conquered and that life will get back to normal. It may be a new 
normality but the strong faith of Christian people during this crisis 
will impact upon others.

Their lives will be illuminated by the spark of grace

Sons of God, your Saviour praise!
He the door hath opened wide!
He hath given the word of grace,
Jesus’ word is glorified;
Jesus, mighty to redeem,
He alone the work hath wrought;
Worthy is the work of Him,
Him Who spake a world from naught
So how do we praise our Saviour for this spark of grace?

Paul guides us here:

And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but 
we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering 
produces perseverance;  perseverance, character; and character, 
hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has 
been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has 
been given to us.

The corona virus spectrum of suffering ranges from boredom to 
illness and bereavement I don’t know where you are on this 
spectrum but if you let God’s love fill your heart you will receive the 
hope to enable you to persevere and in your perseverance you will 
experience peace with, in and through God.

Saw ye not the cloud arise,
Little as a human hand?
Now it spreads along the skies,
Hangs o’er all the thirsty land:
Lo! the promise of a shower
Drops already from above;
But the Lord will shortly pour
All the spirit of His love.



A spark of grace does not seem much and yet it is yet another 
example of the generosity of God.

Wesley’s words

an assurance was given me that He had taken away my sins, even 
mine,

Even Wesley’s, even mine, even yours,
How can that be?
Because the Lord holds nothing back. He pours out ALL the spirit of 
his love.
And so
Wesley’s journal again

Thursday, May 25.—The moment I awakened, “Jesus, Master,” was 
in my heart and in my mouth; and I found all my strength lay in 
keeping my eye fixed upon Him and my soul waiting on Him 
continually. 

Let that spark of grace warm your heart, light up your life and give 
you the strength always to serve God.
In his name
Amen.

Hymn

As we reflect on what we have read, let us sing or say the hymn:
See how great a flame aspires (StF 412).

See how great a flame aspires,
kindled by a spark of grace!
Jesu's love the nation fires,
sets the kingdoms on a blaze.
To bring fire on earth he came;
kindled in some hearts it is:

O that all might catch the flame,
all partake the glorious bliss!

When he first the work begun,
small and feeble was his day:
now the word does swiftly run,
now it wins its widening way;
more and more it spreads and grows
ever mighty to prevail;
sin's strongholds it now o'erthrows,
shakes the trembling gates of hell.

Heirs of God, your Saviour praise!
He the door has opened wide;
he has given the word of grace,
Jesu's word is glorified;
Jesus, mighty to redeem,
he alone the work has wrought;
worthy is the work of him,
him who spoke a world from naught.

Saw you not the cloud arise,
little as a human hand?
Now it spreads along the skies,
hangs o'er all the thirsty land:
lo, the promise of a shower
drops already from above;
but the Lord will shortly pour
all the Spirit of his love.

Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Do all the good you can prayer activity:

John Wesley wrote a famous prayer that we say in churches and 
schools across the world.



It’s a prayer that tells us to do the best we can, and that’s all any of 
us can do!

Lots of people have drawn, painted, sketched these words, and even 
set them to music!

Why not draw your own, or write out the words and colour them in. 
With this service sheet is an example that has gone around the 
churches, but you could do your own. 

And as you write the words think about what they mean to you, and 
how they can make a difference to your life.

Prayers for the World:

Heavenly Father,
We pray for our family both local and worldwide, friends, members of our 
fellowship, neighbours,
Those struggling through these uncertain and worrying times
Those struggling with illness whether mental or physical
Those struggling to cope with the loss of loved ones, especially families 
who didn’t have a chance to say goodbye.

May your light shine through their darkness.

We give thanks for those people who are giving their time and gifts to help 
others, the medical staff, scientists, retail workers, refuse workers and all 
those who are helping to keep our society ticking over. For those who are 
working from home whilst balancing looking after their children’s education
and entertainment.

The volunteers who are dog walking for those too vulnerable to go outside, 
for those helping to share food with the hungry. For the phone calls and 
zoom meetings taking place to keep people in touch and dispel the 
loneliness of those living alone.

May your light shine through their business.

Heavenly Father, your spirit enters our hearts like a flame helping us to 
shine from the inside out. Help us to show your love to others. This 
‘pandemic’ however awful, has given your world and us a wake-up call, a 
time to stop and take stock of our lives. We have the chance to appreciate 
our natural world enjoying the clean air, quietness, birdsong and spring 
flowers, in other words the beauty you created for us. 

We have the chance to reconsider our lives:- What is important to us?

Who is important to us?

At the same time lots of people are worrying about the future of jobs and 
travel.

Let us offer ourselves to you Lord. What can we give? How can we reach 
out to those in trouble?

Is this a chance to set ourselves and the world free from the past and move 
forwards?

We know that you are there with us alongside everyone in this time of 
uncertainty – 

We remember especially:

The leaders of our world who have so much responsibility resting on their 
shoulders,

Those people in long term self-isolation who may be feeling lost and lonely.

May your light shine through their darkness.

We thank you Lord, for the opportunities that have arisen for us to show 
your love to the wider world. The chance to use technology to spread your 
gospel, Zoom meetings taking place to keep in contact and share news with
others.

We pray Lord, that you will fill our hearts with your heavenly joy, guiding us 
and guarding us, because there is no greater thing than knowing you.

May your light shine throughout the world. Amen.



Offering:

(For those who are setting aside their offering each week this prayer 
may be said:)

Bless the offering we bring,
Lord God,
and bless us too,
that our money
and our whole lives
might be for you;
that your will be done
and your kingdom come,
even through us.
In Jesu's name.
Amen

Hymn:

As our service comes to a close, we sing or say together, And can it 
be … (StF 345)

And can it be that I should gain
an interest in the Saviour's blood?
Died he for me, who caused his pain?
For me, who him to death pursued?
Amazing love! How can it be
that thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

'Tis mystery all: the immortal dies!
Who can explore his strange design?
In vain the first-born seraph tries
to sound the depths of love divine.
'Tis mercy all! Let earth adore,
let angel minds enquire no more.

He left his Father's throne above - 
so free, so infinite his grace - 
emptied himself of all but love,
and bled for Adam's helpless race.
'Tis mercy all, immense and free;
for, O my God, it found out me!

Long my imprisoned spirit lay
fast bound in sin and nature's night;
thine eye diffused a quickening ray - 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light,
my chains fell off, my heart was free,
I rose, went forth, and followed thee.

No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in him, is mine!
Alive in him, my living Head,
and clothed in righteousness divine,
bold I approach the eternal throne,
and claim the crown, through Christ, my own.

Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Blessing:

Based on a prayer by John Wesley.

Holy God whose nature and name is Love…
through Jesus may we all receive grace upon grace;
grace to pardon our sins and subdue our iniquities;
grace to bring us your salvation; 
grace to renew our hearts so we may become more and more like
Christ.
restrain us from the sins into which we are most prone to fall,
and quicken us to do the things that we should be doing to show
your love.
Grant that we may think and speak and do the things that are 
becoming of the children of our heavenly Father. Amen.
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